Inhibition of mammalian digestive disaccharidases by polyhydroxy alkaloids.
Several polyhydroxy alkaloids, including the eight presently known to occur in plants, have been compared as inhibitors of mouse gut digestive disaccharidases. The indolizidine castanospermine inhibited all activities tested, but others showed a selectivity which could be of value in studies of carbohydrate digestion and errors of metabolism.